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wear a dress in conformity with, your language.' To an
ignorant old man, who was ashamed to apply himself to
the acquisition of knowledge, he said: ' Would you be
ashamed to be accounted more learned at the end of your
life, than in the beginning of it ?' It is related that his
wife happened to die on a journey, and that when his
acquaintances came forward to condole with him on the
hardship of dying far from one's country, he replied:
' Brothers, there is no difference between death in the
town or out of it, the road to eternity being everywhere
the same.' One day he said to a youth who was negligent
in his studies: c Young man, if you do not take patience
and diligence for your motto at present, you will in your
old age have to bear with trouble and discomfort.3 The
following is also one of his sayings: ' He is beloved by God
the Most High who does not indulge in wicked thoughts,
and does not obey criminal impulses. He has a right to
deliver speeches on the attributes of the Most High, who
prefers to such speeches good deeds, whereby he gains the
approbation of God.'

SOQftAT  [SOCBATES]  THE  RECLUSE.

His birthplace was the city of sages. When his friends
solicited him to marry, for the sake of begetting a progeny,
and urged him much, he replied: c If there be no escape
from matrimony, I shall take a woman notorious for her
stupidity and remarkable for her domineering spirit, so
that by patiently schooling myself to suffer her tyranny, I
may accustom myself to bear with the follies of high and
low people.' His regard for wisdom was so great that he
made the acquisition thereof difficult to posterity by pro-
hibiting his disciples to write down any of its maxims, and
declaring that, as wisdom is pure and holy, it ought to have
no other abode except the breasts of living men, so that
the consigning of it to dead skins [parchments] and
withered hearts would be blamable. Accordingly he
composed no book, and delivered all his lectures extempore,
because he had himself likewise received all his instruction